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SUBJ: PROPOSED ASIAN REGIONAL LABOR/MANPOWER CONFERENCE, 

MANILA 1976 

REF: (A) STATE 224671 
(B) COLOMBO 3235 

1. LAB ATT, ACCOMPANIED BY USAID OFFICER, HAD FRUITFUL DISCUSSION 
OCTOBER 17 WITH LABOR SECRETARY BLAS OPLE AND HIS DOL COLLEAGUE 
AKMAD SAKKAM (WHO WILL BE ATTENDING IMI SEMINAR COMMENCING 
OCTOBER 29 - SEE MANILA 14318 AND STATE 245267). OPLE RECON- 
FIRMED HIS WILLINGNESS HAVE CONFERENCE IN MANILA. PREFERABLY 

IN FEBRUARY (WHICH GENERALLY COOLER THAN MARCH). 

2. ADDRESSING POINTS RAISED REF (A), OPLE COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS. 

HE ANTICIPATED NO DIFFICULTIES WITH HOTEL RESERVATIONS OR 
TRANSPORTATION, ALTHOUGH LOCALE OF RURAL AREA OBSERVATION TOUR 
WILL HAVE TO BE DISCUSSED FURTHER. AS REGARDS ADMINISTRATIVE, 
CLERICAL, DOCUMENTS AND REPORTING SERVICES, HE WOULD WANT USAID 
TO SHARE BURDEN WITH DOL. WITH RESPECT CONFERENCE SITE, OPLE 
AGAIN NAMED PHILIPPINE VILLAGE HOTEL (REF B) AS PROBABLE CHOICE. 

HE FURTHER NOTED THAT HOTEL WOULD PROBABLY BE WILLING THROW IN 
CONFERENCE AND SECRETARIAT ROOMS WITHOUT EXTRA CHARGE IF DELE- 
GATES TOOK GOOD PART OF THEIR MEALS THERE. 

3. REGARDING COMPOSITION PARTICIPANTS, OPLE AGAIN MADE POINT 
REPORTED PAR. 3 REF. B. HE FURTHER BELIEVED THAT USEFUL POLICY 
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OR DEPUTY MINISTER. TENTATIVE AGENDA SATISFACTORY. AND HE 
REPEATED INTEREST IN PROBLEM OF LANDLESS RURAL POOR (PAR. 2 
REF B). OPLE FLOATED IDEA INVITING SEVERAL DISTINGUISHED ASIAN 
MINISTERS AND EXPERTS TO ADDRESS CONFERENCE. HE SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED INDONESIAN (TO DISCUSS TRANSMIGRATION EXPERIENCE 
AND DOMESTIC PEACE CORPS). MALAYSIAN (LINKING OF RURAL DEVELOP- 
MENT TO NATIONAL PLANNING: RED BOOK SYSTEM), AND SOUTH KOREAN 
(SAEMUL MOVEMENT INVOLVING INDUSTRIAL VILLAGE CONCEPT). 

4. RE PAR. 6, REF. A. USAID MISSION WILLING PROVIDE SOME 

SIOPORT. IT BEING UNDERSTOOD ITS CAPABILITIES LIMITED. VISIT 

IMI STAFF MEMBER FOR ADVANCE PLANNING EARLY DECEMBER WOULD BE 

WELCOMED. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY REACTION TO OPLE'S 

COMMENTS. 

SULLIVAN 
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